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FOREWORD 


+K ^ The , Centfa ln i s f ltute of lndian Languages was set up on the 17th July 1969 with a viewto assisting and co-coordinating 
the development of Indian Languages. The Institute was charged with the responsibility of serving as a nucleus to brinq 
toge.her ail the literary out-put from the various linguistic streams to a common head and narrowing the gap between basic 
research and developmental research in the fields of languages and linguistics in India. 


Tne Institute and its four regional centers are thus engaged in research and teaching which lead to the population of a 
wide-ranging variety of materials. Materials designed for teaching / learning at different levels and suited to specific needs is 
one of the major areas of interest in its series of publications. Basic research relating to the acquisition of language and study 
or language in its manifold psychosocial relations constitute another broad range of its interest. These materials will include 
materials produced by the members of the staff of the Central Institute of Indian Languages and its Regional Language 
Centres and associated scholars from Universities and Institutions both Indian and foreign 


The Central Institute of Indian Languages has initiated the Pictorial Glossary Series in Indian Languages which add 
visual cues to printed words. Designed for a wide ranging audience, it aims at improving both reading and comprehension. 
This glossary includes in itself both teaching and testing frames. 


d- + The Instltute das already prepared Recall Vocabulary and Common Vocabulary series. We hope that addition of this 
Pictorial Glossary Series will go a long way in teaching and learning more enjoyable. 


Mysore 


DR.FRANCIS ECCA. 

DIRECTOR 

CENTRAL INSTITUTE OF INDIAN LANGUAGES 







INTRODUCTION 


Central Institute of Indian Languages, Mysore, has been tirelessly striving for the promotion and propagation of Indian 
Languages. In consonance with this lofty ideal the Institution has undertaken the task of promoting Lepcha language through 

various ongoing schemes. Lepcha Phonetics, Nursery Rhymes and Pictorial Glossary are some of the main features which 
have been accorded priority. 


The conce Ptual scheme of a Lepcha Pictorial Glossary “through a collaboration of the H.R.D Department, Government 
of Sikkim and C.I.i.L, Mysore has been fruitfully translated into a reality. I extend my heartfelt gratitude to Mrs. B. Shyamalal 
Kumari and Mr. S.S. Yaduranjan of C.I.I.L., Mysore. Without their sincere initiation “Lepcha Pictorial Glossary “would not 
have seen the light of the day. l am equally grateful to the Director, C.I.I.L., Mysore for providing an excellent opportunity to 
u e language experts from Sikkim and Darjeeling in taking advantage of the facilities at C.I.I.L., Mysore. 

1 would also like to express my appreciation of a wonderful work done by the officials and the artist of the H.R.D 
Department, Government of Sikkim, Gangtok and the artist from Mysore. 

I am confident that this book will provide immense help in developing Lepcha language. 


(M.K.PANICKER) 
DIRECTOR 
H.R.D DEPARTMENT 
GOVT.OF SIKKIM 
GANGTOK 
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INTRODUCTION 


An important method adopted for teaching/ learning the 
vocabulary of a language is the use of visuals. The books 
in this series PICTORIAL GLOSSARY IN INDIAN 
LANGUAGES exploit this method and make use of 
picture cues in the teaching/ learning of vocabulary in 
Indian languages. These books are meant as 
supplementary aids in the learning of Indian languages 
primarily as second language by the adult and child 
learners. These can also be made use of by the mother 
tongue learners in lower primary classes and also by the 
adult neoliterates in learning the vocabulary. 

The words included in these glossary books are 
chosen on the basis of their picturability. These words 
consist of basic vocabulary items of the respective 
languages. These also include other frequent words 
which are used in day to day contexts in different walk of 
life. Since these words were all selected mainly on the 
basis of their picturability, it is only natural that some 
important basic vocabulary items may not find a place in 
these books. The words were collected from different 
semantic domains such as those pertaining to man and 
society, flora and fauna, physical world, numerals, 
colours, action, assertion, etc. Words thus chosen were 
classified into following groups. 
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II 


1. Words elicited as answers to the question what 
is this? (These are singular nouns and they fall 
in the subcategory of inanimate and non-human 
animate nouns. The major share of the glossary 
goes to this section.) 

2. Words elicited as answers to the question what 
are these? 

3. Words elicited as answers to the question who 
is he/she? (These include nouns which identify 
individuals (people) by their professions and / or 
by their other characteristic features such as age, 
sex, physical deformities etc. 

4. Words elicited as answers to question who are 
they? (These include some of the plural nouns 
of the above category.) 

5. Words elicited as answers to the question what 
is this number? (Which present numerals?) 

6. Words elicited as answers to the question what 
colour is this? (Giving colour terms.) 

7. Words elicited as answers to the question what 
sort of a cat/ pencil/ ball/line/box/ umbrella 
is this? (Giving adjectives, or words functioning 
like adjective.) 
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8. Words elicited as answers to the question what 
is are/ he/ she/ it/ they doing? (Giving verbs of 
action.) 

9. Words elicited as answers to the question what 
is happening? (Giving verbs of action which 
are impersonal.) 

10. Words elicited as answers to the question where 
is the mango? (Giving postpositions and 
particles showing location.) 

Note tnat while presenting the words, the relevant 
question is written on the top left in every page of the 
book. 

In these books the words are not presented in an 
alphabetical order but on the basis of their semantic or 
other types of relationships which make the registration 
and recollection of words easier for the learners, e.g. the 
words in the first category containing nouns are presented 
in an associational order as given below:- 

i. Words related to man such as body parts. 

ii. Words related to man such as dresses and ornaments. 

iii. Words related to man’s immediate environment such 
as house, parts of house, and household article. 

iv. Words related to man’s food items including fruits and 
vegetables. 
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v. Words related to man’s education. 

vi. Words related to man’s professions. 

vii. Words related to man’s different institutions concer- 
-ning religion, politics, governments, entertainment, 
sports, games, trade, transport, etc. 

viii. Words related to common animals, birds, creatures, 
etc. 

ix. Words related to trees, plants, and their parts and 

x. Words related to the physical world such as earth, 

sky, etc. 

Similarly the verbs are also presented in an associational 
order such as the words of action relating to body parts, 
cooking, sports and games, entertainment, education, 
profession, animals, etc. This type of ordering in presentation 
enables the learner to associate one word with the other easily 
and to acquire it without difficulty. In every group and within 
every subgroup such as order of association is followed while 
presenting the words. 

There are in all in each Glossary book 1284 frames. 
Each visual is considered as a frame. Of these 1284 frames, 
only 1068 frames are for learning items. That is, 1068 words 
are introduced for learning purpose. The remaining 216 
frames are for testing purpose. These remaining 216 frames 
present visuals, words for which have already been 
introduced. The words fortesting the proficiency attained have 
been culled out from various semantic domains and are 
presented under each semantic group, or related groups of 
words. For example, as soon as the introduction of 60 
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vocabulary items presenting the body parts are over, 12 visuals 
form the same group are repeated without verbal cues. The 
learners are expected to provide the word for the visual given 
in each of these testing frames on their own without consulting 
the preceding visuals presented for learning those items. An 
Answer Key is provided as Appendix I. Appendix II of the 
book has an index listing all the vocabulary items introduced 
in the Glossary, alphabetically arranged in the respective 
language. Each entry in the index gives on the right hand 
side the serial number of the visual for that word. 

In the Glossary itself each visual is presented with a 
serial number at the left corner in the bottom. These serial 
numbers are given left to right and the learners are advised 
to follow the same order while learning the glossary. Serial 
number of the visual is followed by the word appropriate for 
it. In some cases the visuals may be perceived as rather too 
general to suggest a single word exclusively for the visual. In 
these cases an arrow marks is used to pin point the item 
meant for the frame. For example, in frame number 4 the 
part of the visual for which the word stands is cheek and this 
is indicated by an arrow mark. So when such a visual is used 
in the test the learners are also expected to give only the 
word meant for it as given in the learning frame. 

In each testing frame the visual is provided with the serial 
number which is followed by a blank space. The learners are 
required to supply the appropriate word. They are expected 
to write the word with correct spelling. They can, after writing, 
check with the key provided in Appendixl. 
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In a teaching situation where this book is used, the 
tocher may use the visual in the Glossary to teach also 
related words for parts of objects and their uses. Whether 
the students have learnt these additional words taught using 
the visuals in the Glossary or not could also be tested by the 
teacher using arrow marks as a device in the concerned 
visuals. 

Although the vocabulary items are presented as 
individual items in these glossary books, the questions eliciting 
responses of vocabulary items are framed taking into account 
the use of these vocabulary items in actual sentence frames. 
Accordingly each of these items can be elicited as individual 
words and also as words occurring in phrases and sentences. 
In other words, for the question, What is this? the response 
may be a single such as cat, or it may be in the form of a 
sentence such as This is a cat. For the question What are 
these? the response may be cats or These are cats. Hence 
it is suggested that the learners are taught these items first 
as individual entities (cat in response to the question What is 
this?) and then their use in sentences (This is a cat in 
response to the question What is this? Their use in larger 
units of phrases and sentences will have to be drilled by the 
teacher manipulating different sentences and situations. This 
can be done as an extension activity of these glossary books. 
This extension may be better done based on the mastery of 
other words in the Glossary. For example, an adjective such 
as big may be used with the word cat to form a phrase big 
cat. Likewise a verb, for example run, can be clubbed with 
the word cat to derive a sentence The cat runs. Also note 
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that the responses can be elicited orally first and then in the 
written forms. 

As already pointed out words of action (verbs) are 
introduced as response to the question What is/ are he/ she/ 
it/ they doing ? since the question is worded in third person 
singular or plural the response that contains the verb, given 
under each visual, is also in third person singular or plural as 
per the convention followed in individual languages. If the 
response thus given in the visual is, for instance, in masculine 
gender, the teacher can present the same verb with she or it 
or they as the subjects, suitably changing the suffixes added 
to the verb. The teacher can exploit the same visual for drilling 
the conjunctions of the particular verb for subject under various 
persons (first, second and third person). The same strategy 
can be adopted for the visuals given in testing frames as 
well. 


Similarly the group 10 visuals which give words for 
postpositions indicating location can also be exploited. The 
first step in learning here is the mastery of the word for the 
particular position. Twelve such words are introduced for 
learning purpose. The second learning point is the use of the 
individual postposition in sentences appropriate to the sense 
intended in the visual. Here again, the frames have the 
potential for additional exercises by substituting the object 
and location. For example, instead of the word for mango 
one could use words for other objects. Likewise instead of 
the word for box, table, etc, words for other objects could be 
used suitably. 
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For the preparation of these Glossary in different 
languages the individual authors were asked to collect words 
in their respective languages on the basis of the guidelines 
given regarding semantic grouping etc. The words thus 
collected were compared by the authors (Editor being one of 
them) sitting together. 

It may also be noted the no attempt has been made to 
depict the different meaning shades ‘ of a given word. Only 
the most important aspect of the meaning is presented with 
the visual from. However one will find that there are some 
repetitions of the same word under different visuals in some 
Glossary books in these series. Whenever this occurs it will 
be seen that in that particular language the same word is 
used to refer to more than one concept, and that it is not the 
case in other languages, where they may have different words. 

As far as possible compound words have been avoided 
for inclusion in the Glossary. Only in rare instance when the 
vocabulary item is very basic in some intuitively felt sense 
and is a common item in most of the languages, a compound 
word is included in a particular Glossary. To cite some 
examples from a few languages, in the glossary are 
benkikaddi (274) 1 match stick’ etc. It is also possible that for 
a particular concept in one language there is a compound 
word and in others it may be expressed by a simple word. 

Note also that in order of certain verbs to be understood 
correctly, the verbs have to be necessarily presented along 
with one or the other noun preceding them constituting a 
compound form. This is different from other transitive verbs 
such as eat, drink, read, etc. Which also require that an object 
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be specified when used in meaningful sentences such as he 
is drinking coffee, she is eating a mango, but can also be 
expressed as eating, drinking, reading, etc, to convey the 
meanings of the action performed with respect to the question 
what is he/she doing ? In the Oriya Glossary many action 
verbs are expressed by their compound. 

Inherent limitations of picture as a communication 
mode and difficulties of transfer form languages medium and 
vice versa act as a constaint for the preparation of such 
instructional materials as these books. 

Fortunately, for us there are well laid conventions 
handed down to us in the panels of sculpture and painting in 
Indian art throughout the ages. Also conventions are available 
to us in various textbooks and magazines. Apart from these 
consciously developed conventions, we also come across in 
our day today life certain practices that aim at picturising the 
verbal item and verbalizing the picture. I have tried to exploit 
these conventions to a very large extent in guiding the artists 
for the presentation of the vocabulary items in the visual form. 
I hope that the adult second languages learners would be 
able to use these books without help from others. In the case 
of children, both first and second language learners, however, 
the teachers may have to guide them as regards the focus of 
visuals in some cases and for additional exercises. 


B.SYAMALA KUMARI 
EDITOR. 
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